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Chesapeake Bay Watershed
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Definitions

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4): 
Conveyance or system of conveyances that discharge 
into local water bodies.

These discharges are NOT treated!

Illicit Discharge: Any discharge to the MS4 that is not 
composed entirely of storm water.

There are exceptions to this.
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The difference between spills and illicit 

discharges

Spills

accidental discharges

Illicit discharge

On purpose or negligence

Spill examples:

Hydraulic hose burst

Automotive fluids from car crash

Report spills:

Fire Marshal’s Office at 703-792-6360

Risk Management at 703-792-6741 |4|



Enforcement: County Ordinance
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Enforcement: County Ordinance
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Examples of Discharges

Allowed

Residential car washing

Lawn watering

Air conditioning 
condensation

Fire fighting activities

Water line flushing

Uncontaminated ground 
water

Prohibited

Commercial car washing

Chlorinated swimming 
pool water

Motor vehicle fluids

Cooking oil

Paint

Litter

Salt stockpiles

Yard waste

Wash water

|7|



Negative impacts

Health risks to people coming into contact with the 
water 

shutdown public recreational facilities.

Increased cost to treat water before being used for 
drinking and irrigation.

Organic matter provides nutrients

 algal blooms

deplete oxygen (hypoxia)

 kills aquatic organisms.

Can contaminate fish, crabs, clams, and other 
potential food sources.
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Oil Sheen              vs      Natural Sheen
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Citizen Action
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Lawn care

“If one bag works good, two bags works better.”

Sweep fertilizer off of impervious surfaces

Virginia Cooperative Extension: 703-792-6285

Properly dispose of grass clippings and leaves

Clean up excess deicer 

Pick up pet waste



Citizen Action

Pool maintenance

Dechlorinated/ discharge to grass or gravel 
surface

Recycle in bins with lids

Hazardous waste disposal at landfill

“Only rain down the drain!”
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Reporting

If the discharge poses a direct threat to public 
health, call 911.

Phone:  703-792-7104

Email:  illicitdischarge@pwcgov.org

Learn more at www.pwcgov.org/cleanwaters
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