Keys to Successful Recycling
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Is This the End of Recycling?

Americans are consuming more and more stuff. Now that other countries
won't take our papers and plastics, they re ending up in the trash.
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After decades of earnest public-information campaigns, Americans are finally
recycling. Airports, malls, schools, and office buildings across the country have

bins for plastic bottles and aluminum cans and newspapers. In some cities, you
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can be fined if inspectors discover that you haven't recycled appropriately.

But now much of that carefully sorted recycling is ending up in the trash.

Play The Atlantic Crossword
Our mini puzzle gets bigger and more challenging each day.
See if you can solve your way through the week.
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Recycling Is a Waste
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The US used to ship 4,000 recyclable containers a day to

China. Where will the banned trash go now?
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Recycling is in trouble — and it might be your fault

Paul Singer, USA TODAY blished 2:22 p E 20, 20
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Corrections and clarifications: A prior version of
this story misidentified the city of Bouider City, Nev.

ELKRIDGE, Md. — If you are recycling at home, you
are probably doing it wrong

(Photo: Jasper Colt, USA TODAY)

That is why a worker lunged to grab a garden hose
off the conveyor belt at a Waste Management recycling facility here Wednesday before
it got caught in a giant sorting machine. Such tangles frequently require the plant to

stop the waste processing line and clean out the jaws by hand

"Our contamination changes by the season," said Mike Taylor, the company's
director of recycling operations here. Since it's spring, the facility is getting a lot of I
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garden hoses. Around the holidays, they get broken strands of Christmas lights.
1azard for the sorting line. And all day every day there are plastic
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WHAT DOES AMERICA DO WITH P
RECYCLED PLASTIC?

India Just banned Imported scraps of plastic, leaving countries like the
U.S. with limited overseas options for where to send their plastic waste.

KELLEY CZAJKA - MAR 7, 2019

f in ¥ &

en 1988 and 2016, the

years, the U.S. and ma

1f you tt

imediately put it or

1e & g0zy sweatshirt made of

mm that the path is not so simple

a happy jol

ay be

disappointed to |

SAVINGS

AROUND
THE CORNER

lected recyclables to a

can sell to



CHINA WASTE IMPORT
RESTRICTIONS: I
MATERIALS AFFECTED
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POST-CONSUMER PLASTIC WASTE  ® °

- Soft drink bottles - Produce bags
- Water bottles - Bread bags
« Takeout containers » Garbage bags

BANNED RECYCLABLES

Unsorted waste paper of various
grades, such as:

- Old mail

- Paperboard packaging

« Magazines

« Copy and computer paper

« Egg cartons

« Milk jugs « Beverage cups
« Juice bottles «Yogurt cups

- Cleaning supplies - Margarine tubs
- Shampoo - Plastic film

« Grocery bags « PET

« Cereal box liners « Polystyrene

« Condiment containers «PVC

® 0 00000 0 0 00

- LOWER CONTAMINATION RATES 0.5%

- Cardboard
e - Sorted paper

For more information visit SWANA.org/ChinaResources SWANA



Keys to Successful Recycling in PWC
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»Know who must recycle in PWC




Who must recycle in PWC - Everyone




~Know what items can be recycle in PWC




What items can be recycle in PWC




What items are not recycled in PWC

thanks

Styrofoam, plastic bags, black plastic, flower pots, berry boxes,
cups, meat trays, motor oil bottles, containers over 2.5 gallons*




PLEASE LEAVE THESE ITEMS OUT!
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Do Not Bag Recyclables No Plastic Bags
and no garbage (return to retail)

No Food or Liquid No Clpthing
(empty all containers) or Linens
(drop-off only)

No Tanglers, No Big Items
(no hoses, wires, chains, or (wood, plastic,
electronics) furniture, or metal)




Know when to recycle
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When to recycle --at home, work, play, every
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Know where to recycle
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Where to recycle — curb, trailer, and special
locations
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~Know why recycling is important in PWC




Why recycling is important in PWC




~Know how to “recycle right”




How to “recycle right” — Proper preparation




Recycling can be challenging . ..




Keys to Successful Recycling in PWC
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Master Key to Success

Recycle with care ....




Keys to Successful Recycling in PWC



Let’s take out the trash

Take out the Trash




